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August 6 2008 - For immediate release

INTERNATIONAL COALITION AGAINST ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES LAUNCHES SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN FOR UN CONVENTION ON DISAPPEARANCES

The International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED) requests NGOs and personaltities to sign an appeal to Heads of State all around the world to urge them to ratify and implement the Internatational Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances.  

“The convention against disappearances contains many elements to prevent, investigate and sanction the crime of enforced disappearance:” said Dave Hardy, the coordinator of the ICAED.  “However, many more States need to ratify it than the current four (Albania, Argentina, Mexico and Honduras) for the Convention to realize the full protection it can offer.”

The ICAED collects signatures of personalities and NGOs between 2 and 28th of August. On  August 30, which marks the International Day of the Disappeared. the appeal letter will be send to Heads of State together with ‘Existence Denied’, a photo publication showing the effects of disappearances. Additionally, global commemorations take place on every continent to honour the disappeared. 

Enforced disappearances is a serious violation of human rights and it constitutes a crime against humanity. It means the kidnapping or extrajudicial detention of an individual by, or with knowledge of, government officials, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the whereabouts or fate of the disappeared. In many cases, the disappeared are tortured and finally killed, without their relatives  finding out what happened to them. Enforced disappearance amounts to the denial of many human irghts including the right to life and the right to know the truth. 

Disappearances are not a mere crime of the past, but instead disappearances take place all around the world at this very moment.  Visit the webiste www.icaed.org for all the campaign information. 
#

The International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED) gathers organisations of families of disappeared and NGO’s that work in a non-violent manner against the practice of enforced disappearances at the local, national and international level. The principal objective of ICAED is an early ratification and effective implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances. 

Amnesty International, Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD), Civil Initiative We Remember Foundation - Belarus, Collectif des Familles de Disparus en Algérie (CFDA), Euro-Med Federation Against Enforced Disappearances (FEMED), Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH), Fédération Internationale de l’ACAT (FIACAT), Federación Latinoamericana de Asociaciones de Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos (FEDEFAM), Human Rights Watch (HRW), Aim for human rights, International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), Russian Justice Initiative - Russia, Liga Guatemateca de Hygiene Mental - Guatemala, Breaking the Walls of Silence - Namibia, AFAPREDESA – Western Sahara, Lawyers for Human Rights – South Africa, TRIAL - Switzerland, Disarmament and Non-Violence – Georgia, Asociacíon Derechos Humanos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales en Guatemala (DESCGUA) - Guatemala, National Society for Human Rights (NSHR) - Namibia, Organisation Marocaine Des Droits HUMAINS - Morocco, Asociacion de Detenidos-Desaparecidos, ejecuciones Extrajudiciales y Torturados de Huancayo-Junin - Peru, FIND – Philippines, Al-Ata’a for human rigths support – Iraq






