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The year 2012 was a parus, Madres y Familiares de current focal point.

productive year for the Inter- Uruguayos Detenidos De- One of the many areas
national Coalition Against En-  saparecidos and Nonviolence of human rights concern of
forced Disappearance as it in- International. The approval Asian Human Rights Commis-

creased its member organiza- was based on the organiza- sion (AHRC) is enforced disap-
tions to 50 during its succes- t i ons contr i b ypearamces ahdo abdudti@ns.
sive Skype meetings in June, campaign for ratification and Founded in 1986 by a promi-
Steering Committee meeting  universal implementation of  nent group of jurists and hu-
held in Geneva, Switzerland the anti-disappearance Con- man rights activists in Asia,

on 29 October 2012 and over vention. AHRC seeks to promote great-
its follow up Skype meeting Advocacy Forum, an er awareness and realization
towards the last week of No- organization recognized for of human rights in Asia. As it
vember 2012. two (2) consecutive years by constantly promotes civil and

The ten (10) newly add-  Human Rights Watch as one of political rights, as well as eco-
ed organizations are Advocacy Asi ads most r e smomict sdal andd cuktufat
Forum, Asian Human Rights fective human rights organi- rights, the organization utiliz-
Commi ssi on, Ci t izatiens, promotks thei r@enof e es modern technology through
for North Korean Human Ilaw and upholds international  regular uploads of their urgent
Rights, Dmitry Zavadsky Foun- human rights standards in Ne- appeals on cases. The organi-
dation, European Belarus Civil  pal. The organization is also a  zation also opens its doors for
Campaign, Foundation member of the Asian Federa- internship and volunteers.
o0oCharter 069706, GennAgainat IrfvauntanH Dis- The Citizenso
man Rights, Jardin des Dis- appearance ( AF A® ) Northl &adkeéarb 6Human



Rights invited Ms. Mary Aileen
Bacalso, ICAED focal person,
shortly after it had been ap-
proved as member of ICAED.
The visit on November 20-22
included a meeting with the
NKHR staff and family mem-
bers of the disappeared and
discussion on immediate ac-
tions vis-a-vis cases submitted
to the United Nations Working
Group on Enforced or Involun-
tary Disappearances (UN
WGEID), planning of initial ac-
tivity contribution of the or-
ganization to ICAED, a lobby
visit to the Ministry of Justice
and a presentation on cases of
enforced disappearances in
the Philippines and the im-
portance of the anti -
disappearance Convention in a
seminar the NKHR organized in
cooperation with the Handong

Law School. As NKHR endeav-

ors to protect and promote
equal rights to all persons es-
pecially their brothers and sis-
ters abducted by the North
Korean government, it be-
lieves that all facets of the
different sectors of govern-
ment should come together.
Dmitry Zavadsky Foun-
dation, established in the
memory of the disappeared
Belarusian journalist, works to
support independent journal-
ists whose lives are at risk due
to their passion to report the
real situation of the country.
Nonetheless, the Foundation
also aims to continue the in-
vestigation on the case of Mr.

Zavadsky. The ICAED values
roi

journalistso
subjected to enforced disap-
pearance hence, the Coalition
believes that the work of
Zavadsky Foundation will high-
ly contribute to capacitating
the media sector in different

parts of the world.

Aside from Civil Initia-
tive We Remember Belarus
and Dmitry Zavadsky Founda-
tion, the European Belarus
Civil Campaign also exempli-
fies the value of preventing
the scourge of enforced disap-
pearance in Belarus and other
parts of the world. Mainly, the
organization aims to release
prisoners of conscience, hold
free democratic elections, and
obtain EU membership.

Foundati on
09760 owns t imce-
pendent political website in
Belarus as it attracts 120,000 -
150,000 unigue users per day.
This new media utilization can
be a powerful means of infor-
mation dissemination and
campaign for ICAED especially
on the call for ratification of
the Convention. Charter 97 is
dedicated to both filling the
information gap and thus, fa-
cilitating fundamental politi-
cal change so that Belarus en-
joys the kind of freedoms tak-

en for granted in most of Eu-
rope and North America.

Geneva for Human
Rights is an organization that
upholds the basic principles of
equality, interdependence and
indivisibility of all civil, politi-
cal, cultural, economic, and
social rights. Being situated in
the neutral country of Switzer-
land, the Geneva for Human
Rights is significant to ICAED in
terms of
scope of influence. GHR offers
exfemise n imparting interna-
tiomed Humangrights standards
and procedures as national and
international implementation
strategies 0 a valued invest-
ment for human rights organi-
zations, such as members of
ICAED.

Jardin des Disparus has
worked with the Coalition
since the drafting of the Con-
vention but it was only after
the first gathering of the Coali-
tion in 2011 that it expressed
its intention of becoming a
member. After completion of
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the requirements and the ap-
proval of the Steering Commit-
tee over a skype meeting on 7
June 2012, Jardin officially be-
came the 41° member of the
Coalition with Ms. Jenny Bet-
tancourt, current chairperson,

as its contact person.

Madres y Familiares de
Uruguayos Detenidosfi
Desaparecidos is an organiza-
tion of mothers and families of

the disappeared in Uruguay
from the 070s.
familiesd or ga

hope is to know the wherea-
bouts of their disappeared
loved ones. Its objectives in-
clude the search for the truth,

justice, memory, and non -
repetition. This organization is
perceived to bring solidarity
among other members of the
human rights community.

Nonviolence Internation-
al believes that every culture
and religion can employ appro-
priate nonviolent methods to
attain international peace and
a positive social change. Nl is a
decentralized network of re-
source centers that promote
the use of nonviolent action
through the conduct of re-
searches and the promotion of
nonviolent actions and the re-
duction of the use of violence.
It considers enforced disap-
pearance as a form of vio-
lence.

All of the ten (10) new
members vow to uphold the
mandate of ICAED. Each is ex-
pected to promote the urgency
of ratifying the Convention and
ensure justice to the disap-
peared and their families.

The strength of ICAED
stems from the strength of its
member-organizations.
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Year 2012 came along
with much approbation for the
International Convention for
the Protection of All persons
from Enforced Disappearance
(ICPAPED). The Convention
garnered one (1) signature,
seven (7) ratifications, two (2)
recognition of the compe-
tence of the Committee on
Enforced Disappearance (UN
CED) setting the record of be-
ing the most fruitful year yet
after it has been adopted by
the United Nations in 2006.

On 9 January, Thailand signed
the Convention. Thailand is
the 91°' and the latest signato-

ry. Thail and®s
the third in Southeast Asia af-

ter Lao Peopl e
Republic and Indonesia in

2008 and 2010, respectively.
Although the country is cur-
rently a notch advanced com-

pared to most Asian states
which have done nothing to pre-
vent disappearance, the ratifi-
cation of the Convention is still
an imperative for Thailand as it
will pave the way to justice for
the cases of disappearance in
Thailand between 1981 and
2011.

Latin American countries
noticeably prioritized the issue
of disappearance based on the
number of ratifications for the
year 2012. Costa Rica ratified
the Convention on 16 February 0
the first for 2012. The state has
been symbolic for the Latin
American families of the disap-
pedred whem REDEFAM camverhe
for the first time in 1981. In Ju-
dys Colombimoatse aatifiedc the
Convention. Both are among the
states that signed the Conven-
tion in 2007. In addition, Peru
acceded to the Convention on

D5 kK




26 September 2012. None of
the states, however, declared
its recognition of the compe-
tence of the Committee on En-
forced Disappearance.
Countries in the European com-
munity intensively participated
in the Universal accession as
Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Austria in March and June 2012
respectively. While Austria rec-
ognized the competence of the
Committee directly after rati-
fying the Convention, Bosnia
and Herzegovina made a decla-

ration under article 31 and

article 32 of the Convention

accepting the competence of
the Committee only on 13 De-
cember.

In Africa, Mauritania and Sa-
moa also ratified the Conven-
tion. Almost a year later after

it signed the Convention,
Mauritania ratified on 03 Oc-
tober 2012. Samoa, also one
of the first states to sign in

2007, ratified on 27 Novem-
ber 2012. However, both have
not yet expressed its recogni-

tion to the Competence of the
Committee.

Toget her with t
cession to the Convention are
two (2) local state mechanisms
as the Philippines and Leon
Haya in Mexico enacted their
respective Anti -Disappearance
laws that both refer their defi-
nition of enforced disappear-
ance from the Convention. In-
deed, ICAED is reaping what it
has sown for the last five (5)
years of its existence in favor
of the Convention.
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On the
20" Anniver-
sary of the UN
Declaration on
the Protection
of All Persons
from Enforced
Disappearance
(Declaration),

ing its mandate
from the 1992
Declaration,
conducted an
event on 30-31
October, enti-
tled,
Years of the
Declaration:
Looking Back

he:
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Nations in Geneva, Switzerland from 29 Octo-

ber to 2 November 2012.

20" Anniversary of the UN Declaration on
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance

The UN Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances (UN WGEID), draw-

Olivier de Frouville, Chairperson of the

UN WGEID said that the significant knowledge
accumulated in 20 years of interpretation of

the Declaration was relevant for the Conven-
tion and stressed that the Declaration re-

mained the document of reference for non -

States parties.
Emmanuel Decaux, Chairperson of the



transform themselves from pa-
thetic victims to human rights
defenders, 0 s he
Nassera Dutour, Chairper-
son of the Association of the
Families of the Disappeared in
Algeria, said that enforced disap-
pearances continued to be used
today throughout the world.
Twenty years ago, it had been
impossible to imagine that there
would one day be a Declaration
on the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance,
she noted. She narrated her ex-

perience on her
ance and on her fight for truth
and justice.
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Committee on Enforced Disappearances (UN
CED) stressed on the complementary roles of
the UN WGEID and the UN CED. He stated that
both bodies must reinforce each other; they
have different mandates and methods of work,
but shared the same objective of the fight
against the heinous crime of enforced disap-
pearances. The situation of vulnerable groups
such as women and children received particular
attention from the Committee which started
reflecting on this issue from the very start of
its work.

The ICAED Focal Person, Mary Aileen D.

Bacalso delivered an oral intervention focusing
on the fight against disappearances and the
role of women as catalysts for change. The
ICAED focal point centered on the devastating
effects of disappearances on women in South-
east and South Asian countries, where status of
wo men i sWithessiug steadfastly amidst
the dark night of the disappeared, women vic-
tims of enforced disappearances in Asia, as in
many parts of the world, have become a formi-
dable force. They founded associations of fam-
ilies of the disappeared in their search for mu-
tual strength and solidarity in finding their
loved ones. Refusing to be cowed by the hor-
rors of enforced disappearance, they muster
all their innate strengths and in the process,

tions to comment.

ICAED Side Event:
be

Respect the Right Not to
Di sappearedé

Parallel with the simultaneous sessions
of the UN WGEID and the UN CED, the ICAED, in
cooperation with the International Commission
of Jurists and the Permanent Mission of France
to the UN in Geneva organized a side event
with the theme, Respect the Right Not to Be
Disappeared: Universal Accession and Imple-
mentation of the Convention Against En-
forced Disappearances. Attended by govern-
ment and NGO representatives, the forum was
facilitated by Mr. Wilder Tayler, Executive Di-
rector of the International Commission of Ju-
rists.It was graced by the French Ambassador
to the UN in Geneva, His Excellency Nicolas
Niemtchinow, who delivered an encouraging
welcome note emphasizing the imperative of
the International Convention on the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
(Convention).

Mr. Olivier de Frouville, Chair of the UN
WGEID spoke about the value of both the 1992
UN Declaration on the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance and the Conven-
tion ( De c | Tag Warking Ghoup, ta@
gether with all the other players working to

stated.
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