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Minister of Foreign Affairs
Date : October 23, 2007 

Your Excellency,

The International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances, which gathers families of the disappeared together with human rights NGOs, asks the attention of Your Excellency for the new international Convention for the protection of all persons from enforced disappearance. 

The Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly by consensus on 20 December 2006 and it represents the culmination of a long effort by many families of disappeared, non-governmental organizations and governments to address the continuing problem of enforced disappearance through international law. 

The CED was opened for signature on 6 February 2007 in Paris. On that occasion, 57 States, representing all regions of the world, signed the CED. In the following months, 3 more States indicated their intention to ratify the instrument by adding their signatures.

The Convention to protect all persons from enforced disappearances fills an immense gap in the international legal framework which is the lack of an international treaty to prevent and sanction this multiple violation of human rights and crime under international law, whose systematic or widespread practice amounts to crimes against humanity. The Convention will not only become an effective legal tool for the international community in its struggle against enforced disappearances, but also represents a basically political message that this odious practice will no longer be tolerated  and must be suppressed. 

It must now be a priority for all governments to ensure that the Convention is signed, ratified and effectively implemented throughout the world. We stress that implementation of the provisions would constitute a critical development in the strengthening of human rights and the rule of law, both in your country and internationally.
We therefore solemnly call upon Your Excellency for your country to: 

· Sign the Convention without delay;

· Ratify the Convention without delay;

· Refrain from reservations to the Convention that may result incompatible with the object and purpose of the convention; 

· Recognize the competence of the new Committee on Enforced Disappearance to receive and consider individual complaints; and

· Enact necessary implementing legislation into national law without delay. 

Finally, the Coalition underlines that the success of the Convention and the effective prevention of the crime of enforced disappearance depends on its widespread promotion. We therefore invite Your Excellency for your country to undertake all necessary measures to publicly support and promote the Convention. 

We call upon your government to join as soon as possible those States that have already signed the Convention and encourage you to continue along this path which leads to a world free from disappearances.

Yours sincerely,

Please let us know your reaction by contacting Dave Hardy at d.hardy@hom.nl (+ 31 (0)30 2334027 Fax: +31 (0)30 2367104).  

Sincerely,

Dave Hardy

Convener of the International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances











































Steering Committee members:





Aim for human rights





Amnesty International 





Asian Federation Against involuntary Disappearances (AFAD)





Civil Initiative We Remember, Belarus 





Collectif des familles de disparus en Algérie (CFDA)





Euro-Med Federation Against Enforced Disappearances (FEMED) 





Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH)





Fédération Internationale de l’ACAT (FIACAT)





Federación Latinoamericana de Asociaciones de Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos (FEDEFAM), 





Human Rights Watch 





International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 



























































The focal point of ICAED is located at the office of Aim for human rights





Contact: 


PO Box 114


3500 AC, Utrecht, the Netherlands


tel: + 31 (0)30 2334027


fax: + 31 (0)30 2367104


mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:d.hardy@aimforhumanrights.org" ��d.hardy@aimforhumanrights.org�


www.icaed.org
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