Short report of the ICAED side event to the Human Rights Council on March 11 2008
More than 100 delegates and representatives of NGOs attended the side event of the ICAED together with the Groupe des Amis on March 11. 

The meeting was opened by the French Ambassador Jean Baptise Mattei. He thanked the ICAED for organizing the event. He indicated that France had launched the Groupe des Amis to keep the Convention on the agenda of the UN and unite efforts of all parties, He confirmed that France will present a resolution to the Human Rights Council appealing to all States to sign and ratify the Convention. 
Subsequently Dave Hardy presented the ‘ICAED Statement in memory of Bernard Kessedjian’. The statement was well received and several other interventions referred to it, stating that the best tribute to Kessedjian is the entry into force of the Convention. 
Before the interventions of the other panellists Angkhana Neelaphajit presented the case of her husband Somchai, who disappeared four years earlier on March 12 2004. She repeated her call to the Thai government to bring justice. 
The interventions of the speakers focussed on the state of ratification of the Convention. The Japanese ambassador stated that Japan is examining the clauses of the convention to check conformity with domestic legislation.  The Moroccan Ambassador proposed two specific actions, to promote the convention in relation to 60 years UDHR and to draft a manual with best practices of States that already developed implementing legislation. The Albanian Ambassador focussed on the importance of the Convention from the historic perspective of the country. Thousands of people disappeared during the communist regime and dictatorships. 
Federico Andreu of the ICJ noted that in spite the fact that the Convention has not yet entered into force it already has legal significance. Several institutions such as the Council of Europe and national tribunals from Peru and Nepal referred to provisions in the Convention. Mary Aileen Bacalso of AFAD focused on why there is a need for this Convention in as far as the Asian peoples are concerned. 
In response to the speakers several States (among others Spain, Chile and Italy) reiterated their intentions to ratify the convention as soon as possible. The Thai Ambassador responded to the appeal of Anghkhana, stating that every case shall be investigated and no act of a disappearance shall be condoned. 
The last intervention came from Dave Hardy in his capacity as coordinator of the ICAED. He thanked the French mission for their help in organising the event and explained the campaign strategy of the ICAED. The campaign is organised around NGOs that take responsibility for the development of a campaign at the national level and joint actions at the international level. 
In conclusion the meeting: 

· Made sure the Convention is kept on the agenda of the UN

· Publicly confirmed, promoted and strengthened the cooperation among States in the Groupe des Amis. 

· Strengthened the relationship between the ICAED and the Groupe des Amis

· Gave a successful tribute to Bernard Kessedjian

· Promoted the cooperation among NGOs within the ICAED

· Provided a platform for specific cases

