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To: 

H.E. Marat Tazhin
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan
31, Street Tauelsizdik, Left Bank of Essil River 010000 Astana Kazakhstan

Date 


Subject

March 19, 2009
Ratification convention on disappearances
Phone


Email
+ 31 30 2349066
d.hardy@aimforhumanrights.org
Your Excellency, 

The International Coalition Against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED) would like to draw your attention to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter the Convention). 
The ICAED is a coalition of family member associations and human rights organizations that campaigns for the rapid ratification and effective implementation of the Convention. Today, the ICAED already consists of almost 40 organizations from all over the world. 

We congratulate Your Excellency on the ratification of the Convention on February 27, 2009. Kazakhstan is one of the first 20 countries to ratify and will therefore be instrumental to its entry into force. With this action Kazakhstan has underlined the significance of this Convention and the need to eradicate enforced disappearances. 

Notwithstanding this very positive step there are additional measures that your government should carry out. 
So far we have not witnessed the recognition, by your government, of the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to receive and consider communications on behalf of individuals and by another state party to the Convention (as foreseen in articles 31 and 32 of the Convention). 

These lacunas seriously undermine the future effectiveness of the instrument.

The ICAED therefore sincerely requests Your Excellency and your government to:

· Recognize the competence of the new Committee on disappearances to receive and consider individual complaints;
· Recognize the competence of the new Committee on disappearances to receive and consider State Party complaints;
Moreover the ICAED calls upon (Country) to:
· Enact all the necessary domestic legislation which is necessary to fully implement the Convention. 
· Further support the promotion of this Convention leading towards universal ratification and implementation by urging States in your region to ratify and implement the Convention as well. 
The ICAED and its members value the ratification of the Convention by Kazakhstan and subsequently look forward to acts that show the continuing determination of your government to eradicate enforced disappearances. In the meantime we remain available for a constructive dialogue. 

Sincerely,

Dave Hardy 
Coordinator, ICAED
















































Members of the ICAED


Aim for human rights – Netherlands, Amnesty International, Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD), Civil Initiative We Remember Foundation – Belarus, Collectif des Familles de Disparus en Algérie (CFDA) – Algeria, Euro-Med Federation Against Enforced Disappearances (FEMED), Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH), Fédération Internationale de l’ACAT (FIACAT), Federación Latinoamericana de Asociaciones de Familiares de Detenidos-Desaparecidos  (FEDEFAM), Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), Russian Justice Initiative – Russia, Liga Guatemalteca de Higiene Mental – Guatemala, TRIAL (Track Impunity Always – association suisse contre l’impunité) – Switzerland, Breaking the Walls of Silence – Namibia, AFAPREDESA - Western Sahara, Asociacíon Derechos Humanos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales en Guatemala (DESCGUA) – Guatemala, Disarmament and Non-Violence – Georgia, Lawyers for Human Rights- South Africa, National Society for Human Rights (NSHR) – Namibia, Colegio de Abogados - Peru, Association of Family Members of Disappeared - Sri Lanka, Asociación Pro-Búsqueda de Niñas y Niños Desaparecidos de El Salvador - El Salvador, Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos – Peru, Asociacion de Detenidos-Desaparecidos, Ejecuciones Extrajudiciales y Torturados de Huancayo-Junin-Peru – Peru, Families of Victims of Involuntary Disappearance (FIND) – Philippines, Organisation Marocaine Des Droits HUMAINS – Morocco, Al-Ata’a for Human Rights Support – Iraq, Qatari Panituri – Peru, Social Justice for Equality-Nepal, TRUTH NOW – Cyprus, COMISEDH – Peru, CSMM- Ecuador, � HYPERLINK "http://www.memoriacatalunya.org/" \t "_blank" �Asociación per a la recuperación de la memória histó�� HYPERLINK "http://www.memoriacatalunya.org/" \t "_blank" �rica de Catalunya� (ARMHC)- Spain


























Contact: 


PO Box 114


3500 AC, Utrecht, the Netherlands


tel: + 31 (0)30 2334027


fax: + 31 (0)30 2367104


mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:d.hardy@aimforhumanrights.org" ��d.hardy@aimforhumanrights.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.icaed.org" ��www.icaed.org�
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