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BAHRAIN

A/HRC/WG.6/1/BHR/4, 9 April 2008

9. Bahrain informed the Working Group of its draft action plan to implement its pledges, voluntary commitments and UPR outcomes. Bahrain informed also that in November 2007, the Cabinet approved the creation of a national human rights institution, which is expected to be formed during 2008. Bahrain is actively studying the need for a National Human Rights Action Plan. Bahrain committed to reviewing all existing international human rights instruments with a view to ratifying them as soon as possible. For this purpose, Bahrain will seek international cooperation and assistance to strengthen its capacities. Bahrain also reiterates its commitment to review existing reservations made upon ratification, with a view to ascertaining the feasibility of withdrawing such reservations. Thus, for example, Bahrain has already withdrawn its reservation to article 20 of CAT. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs created an Inter-Ministerial Task Force to study and make proposals to the appropriate authorities regarding ratification and national legislative incorporation of human rights instruments. These will focus on human rights treaties such as the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, the Conventions on Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention against Corruption and the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime, as well as on provisions of the Optional Protocol and declarations under treaties already ratified, such as articles 21 and 22 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and article 14 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD). A further focus will be on incorporating treaty definitions of concepts such as “torture” and “racial discrimination” into national legislation. Having just ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Bahrain welcomed the dialogue about ways to provide effective remedies in cases of violations of human rights. 
38. France raised the following issues which it indicated should lead to recommendations: (i) which measures were taken to strengthen the independence of the judiciary; (ii) it requested more information on reforms with respect to forced marriage, particularly on providing assistance to victims of forced marriage; and (iii) if Bahrain intended to sign the Convention on Enforced Disappearances.
59. Bahrain has also begun studying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as with the Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance with the competent authority with the view to adopting relevant procedures. Bahrain highlighted that the judiciary is independent and that there is a separation of powers. The Islamic Sharia prohibits forced marriage. Bearing in mind the Constitution and relevant rules, there are two levels of legal reforms: (i) amended procedure of Sharia courts along with the establishment of Solidarity Fund for Women (ii) the training of judges, lawyers and other jurists by the Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs through the Institute of the Judicial Training in cooperation with other bodies such as the Association of American Bar. Bahrain also indicated that health is guaranteed to all residents without discrimination. On the issue of unemployment, Bahrain insisted that it must invest in its people, and that all reforms are based on truly human development. Although the number of unemployed people in Bahrain is small (7,000 people), Bahrain does not want this number to grow. The Government has established the labour market reform authority and a labour fund, with financial resources invested in training to cut unemployment and to improve living conditions of people, to ensure greater salaries and compensation, for Bahrainis and non-Bahrainis working in the country. In preparation for this dialogue and in the four years to come, the two guiding concepts were commitments and results. The concepts that will guide Bahrain in four years are achievements and sustainability.

Conclusions and/or Recommendations


60.4 Bahrain could consider signing the Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearances (France).
MOROCCO
A/HRC/WG.6/1/MAR/4, 10 April 2008

41. Mexico commended Morocco on its progress in the promotion and protection of human rights. Mexico requested information on the conclusions and work of the IER and the difficulties encountered by Morocco in bringing to justice individuals responsible for violations, enforced disappearances and torture. Mexico was also interested in the commitments Morocco has made to overcome such difficulties. It recommended that Morocco continue to ensure respect for the human rights of migrants, irrespective of their migratory condition, and in particular those in a vulnerable position. It also recommended that Morocco ratify the Statute of the International Criminal Court, International Convention for the Protection of All Persons Against Enforced Disappearance and the International Convention on the Rights of Persons With Disabilities. 

INDONESIA
A/HRC/WG.6/1/IDN/4, 15 April 2008

69. France asked if Indonesia envisages signing the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and in this regard, what difficulties they would confront to sign and ratify this Convention. It requested information on measures taken to investigate reported cases of intimidation and ill-treatment against human rights defenders and to bring those responsible to justice. It asked that not only law enforcement, but also judges and prosecutors should be sensitized, and requested information on measures taken or envisaged to investigate alleged torture and ill-treatment by law enforcement officials, and to bring these to the attention of the judiciary. It also asked whether sensitization on human rights issues was envisaged in the framework of training for law enforcement officials, and what measures Indonesia envisaged to promote and improve respect human rights in the provinces of Papua and West Papua. 

Conclusions and/or Recommendations
76.2 Indonesia, in line with its National Plan of Action, is encouraged to follow through on its intention to accede to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on involvement of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of Children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, Cruel, Inhuman and Other Degrading Treatment. Indonesia is further encouraged to consider signing the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
UNITED KINGDOM 
A/HRC/WG.6/1/GBR/4, 16 April 2008

12. Referring to the question by France about the possible ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the United Kingdom expressed its support of the Convention and recognized its importance internationally. The United Kingdom was currently considering the implications of signing it, and the changes that would be needed in domestic legislation including to create an offence of enforced disappearance. Regarding the question from Italy about the United Kingdom’s experience with its various human rights institutions, the United Kingdom noted that this arrangement reflected the different legal and political systems in different parts of the United Kingdom, and the different interests and concerns in those areas. Concerning the forthcoming consultation on a bill of rights and responsibilities and the question posed by the Netherlands, the State noted that any bill of rights would build on the ECHR and its recognition in the United Kingdom through the Human Rights Act. The United Kingdom has derived tremendous benefits from the Human Rights Act but was keen to encourage discussion about how responsibilities in the exercise of individual rights might be articulated in a new bill; and how rights existing already, for example, in common law, might be codified. Recalling that this was the tenth anniversary of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland, the United Kingdom noted that Northern Ireland today represents an example to the world of how previously divided communities can find a way to work together towards a shared future based on partnership, equality and mutual respect, and an understanding of how human rights underpin a decent society.
29. France noted the issue of corporal punishment, and recommended that the United Kingdom consider going beyond current legislation and ban this also in private sector and in its Overseas Territories. With regard to reducing poverty among children in half by 2010, France recommended and encouraged further information on such steps. Furthermore, France recommended that the United Kingdom reflect upon and consider setting a date for signing the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

Conclusions and/or Recommendations
56.22 To reflect upon and consider setting a date for signing the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. (France)
INDIA 
A/HRC/WG.6/1/IND/4, 14 April 2008

52. Nigeria applauded India’s policy to strike a balance between a human rights agenda and development issues. It recommended that India should take the necessary steps towards ratifying the international human rights instruments it had signed, including the Convention against Torture and the Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Nigeria also noted that as India had really leapfrogged into the elite community of developed societies in terms of economic improvement it would like to see such improvement touch on a great number of Indians that are under the poverty line.
80. Nigeria mentioned enforced disappearances and India noted that it had signed the Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance on the day it opened for signature last year and that the process of ratification was now underway.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
86.12 Ratify the Convention on Enforced Disappearances (Nigeria);
ALGERIA 
A/HRC/WG.6/1/DZA/4, 16 April 2008

6. At present, the Algerian State was engaged in the accomplishment of two major initiatives: first, the consolidation of internal peace after the long period of violence started in 1990s, and, second, to continue with institutional and structural reform. With regard to human rights, Algeria has adopted the principle of universality and an increasing engagement in the ratification of international instruments. In addition to being a party to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and to the Arab Charter on Human Rights, Algeria recently ratified the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICRMW) (April 2005) and signed the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (February 2007) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (March 2007).
30. France requested information on how Algeria plans to continue to promote the rights of women and equality, in particular in relation to employment in the private sector and family law. France further enquired if Algeria planned to reform the Code of the Press to strengthen freedom of expression. It also requested information on, and noted it as a recommendation, whether Algeria plans to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
37. Mexico noted the progress Algeria has made, in areas such as the eradication of poverty, the right to work and to education, and the development of an infrastructure for public services. With regard to Algeria’s process of legal reform to adapt national legislation to international instruments, Mexico encouraged Algeria to revise the regulations on the state of emergency in force since 1992, expressing its understanding that the state of emergency could be lifted in the near future. Mexico also asked whether the process of legal reform will address the issue of enforced disappearances. Recognizing the challenge to combat terrorism, it requested information about measures to address this issue and recommended that Algeria take into account observations made by the Human Rights Committee as well as by the Special Rapporteur on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. Mexico also requested more details on legislative measures aimed at advancing gender equality and recommended to adopt measures for withdrawing reservations to articles 2 and 16 of CEDAW. Mexico requested information on the role of the CNCPPDH to address issues on the communication between civil society and the Government and recommended an exchange of respective experiences at the international level.
67. In a reply to the numerous questions, the Minister stated that, should information contained in the national report be insufficient, Algeria would be eager to continue the dialogue with the Working Group. Algeria was confident to respect the year 2015 deadline of the Millennium Development Goals, as recognized by international organizations such as the World Bank. The process of ratification of the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance required numerous consultations, but it should be achieved in due course. With regard to requests for visits by special procedures mandate holders, Algeria will never reject such requests, but it will insist that the contents of these visits be factual and not related to anecdotal or occasional events. Article 32 of the Algerian Constitution guarantees the individual or collective defence of human rights and article 41 defines the area of application: freedom of expression, association and assembly. Modalities are fixed and exercise regulated, e.g. deadlines to deposit requests for assemblies and meetings, like the meetings held in 2007 on national and municipal elections. Article 41 also favours the modernization of communication, pluralism of the media scene, creating regional TV stations and promoting competition between TV programmes and channels. Furthermore, journalists were invited to create their own associations and unions. Women rights were reinforced in 2007 through increased protection in the field of economic and social rights, like the suppression of certain obstacles in the work environment, assistance to women in danger, and criminalization of marital violence. While marital rape is covered by the Criminal Code, the law tends not to interfere with marital life. On torture, ill-treatment and custody, the representative of Algeria stated that inspections are systematically made by the office of the Attorney - General (Parquet), and by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) since the agreement of cooperation it concluded with the Ministry of Justice. Regular inspections concern legal aspects, but also conditions of detention. Around 30 cases of ill-treatment have been reported in the last years, all of which have been investigated and prosecuted.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
69.5 That Algeria take steps to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. (France)
POLAND
A/HRC/WG.6/1/POL/4, 16 April 2008

14. On the question of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Poland is a party of a number of conventions which cover the issue of enforced disappearances. The Polish law provides adequate punishments for the crimes defined in this Convention and guarantees proper standards in preventing such crimes. Poland is ready to consider establishing the relevant procedure, with a view to signing the Convention, although there is no actual need for it in Poland.
20. France acknowledged the commitment of Poland to the promotion and protection of human rights notably by its effective preparation for the UPR. In this context, France raised the issue of the incidence of physical and psychological violence as well as discrimination showed against certain individuals because of their sexual preference. According to France, it seems that the number of incidences is quite high and they are rarely dealt with through complaints by the police. Above and beyond the measures already mentioned in the national report and the introductory statement, France enquired on steps already taken by Poland or which it plans to take to protect people from violation of their human rights on the basis of their sexual preference. Also, with respect to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, France recommended to Poland that it should set a date for its ratification.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
54.4 Recommended that Poland set a date for the ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (France)

NETHERLANDS 
A/HRC/WG.6/1/NLD/4, 18 April 2008

15. In response to a question by France on the signature of the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the State Secretary for Justice noted that on 11 April, the Council of Ministers decided to authorize the Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to the United Nations to sign this Convention. Regarding the question by the United Kingdom on the involvement of civil society in the preparation of the national report, the State Secretary for Justice noted that the Government consulted over 20 organizations representing ethnic minorities, women, children, refugees, aliens, homosexuals, detainees and many more.
22. France invited the Netherlands to provide explanations regarding significant discrimination of immigrants, which continues to exist despite efforts already undertaken, especially in areas such as sports, leisure, employment and housing. With respect to the burning down of an asylum-seekers’ home in 2005, which killed 11 people, France requested information on measures adopted to enhance the personal safety of asylumseekers. Noting that the Netherlands has signed the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, France recommended that it ratify the Convention as soon as possible.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
78.1 Ratify as soon as possible the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (France); to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (Brazil) and to set clear time frames in this regard, and that the Human Rights Council be informed accordingly (Russian Federation);

SOUTH AFRICA 
A/HRC/WG.6/1/ZAF/4, 18 April 2008

43. France welcomed the efforts and progress made in recent years in promoting human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights. France noted that over the recent years South Africa has become an important immigration country and France requested more clarification and asked how the rights of migrants and/ or asylum-seekers are guaranteed. It also recommended to South Africa to sign and ratify the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
67.8 Recommended to South Africa to sign and ratify the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (France);
CZECH REBUBLIC
A/HRC/WG.6/1/CZE/4, 18 April 2008

6. As a member of the Human Rights Council during its first year of existence, the Czech Republic announced that it has fulfilled all voluntary pledges and commitments it made when entering the Council. Firstly, the Czech Republic ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) in 2006. The functions of the national preventive mechanism in terms of the Optional Protocol are performed by the Public Defender of Rights. The Czech Republic also ratified the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages in 2006. It signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto in 2007 and the Government established an inter-ministerial working group to coordinate the preparation of the ratification of these two instruments. Finally, the Czech Republic supported the adoption of the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Amendments to national legislation that are necessary for its signature and ratification are currently under discussions.
34. France, as member of the troika, welcomed the transparency and spirit of cooperation demonstrated by the Czech Republic in the preparation of this meeting and commended the

Government for the positive results achieved in the field of human rights since 1989-1990. France endorsed the concern of Slovenia, Canada and Denmark on the ratification of the Rome Statute and recommended its ratification by the Czech Republic. France also recommended and encouraged the signing and ratification of the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Conclusions and/or Recommendations
44.23 To sign and ratify the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (France);

ARGENTINA
A/HRC/WG.6/1/ARG/4, 18 April 2008

48. Italy wished to refer to two questions and recommendations. With the ratification of the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women , Argentina is completing the ratification of most existing international and regional human rights instruments. Concerning the progress made to combat discrimination, Italy asked what was the relation between the national action plan against discrimination adopted in 2005 and the other national (human rights) action plan. Italy noted that the progress achieved with the adoption of the 2005 law for the protection of children and adolescents, Italy noted that according to the reports of some NGOs this legislation was not fully in line with the provisions of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, in particular concerning the legal definition of the child and its non-application to many sectors and intervention areas. Italy recommended that the Argentinean authorities adopt the necessary steps to bring their legislation into conformity with the norms and principles for the overall protection of children and adolescents.
61. Argentina reaffirmed as a commitment of the State the proposals made before the high level segment of the Human Rights Council by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to promote the holding of a meeting at the United Nations headquarters in New York to encourage the prompt ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. At the same time, Argentina has initiated the process for the recognition of the competence of the Committee on Enforced disappearance to examine individual and inter-State communications. Similarly, Argentina is committed to recognize the competence of the Committee of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. Argentina is also interested in promoting an international and regional declaration by multilateral organs on the right to memory and truth. In particular, Argentina commits itself to put in practice the mechanism of the Optional Protocol of CAT, and to continue implementing the National Plan to Combat Discrimination in all aspects and to launch the second stage of the preparatory work for a National Human Rights Plan.
Voluntary Pledges and Commitments 

66. Argentina has initiated the procedure towards the recognition of the competence of the Committee of the Convention for the Protection of All persons from Enforced Disappearance to examine individual or inter-State communications
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