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ICAED pays tribute to the World’s Desaparecidos
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and linking to cases of ED on
every continent that they are
working on. The Al had an
online action that supporters
participated regarding Syria
on their website http://
www.amnesty.org. It re-

Fulfillment of a dream. For the state to ratify the Convention is a dream of the families
and relatives of the desaparecidos in Guatemala and the world -- a step to ensure the

non-repetition of this continuing nightmare.

30 August 2012 - As the inter-
national community pays trib-
ute to the disappeared on the
International Day of the Dis-
appeared (IDD), the members
of the International Coalition
Against Enforced Disappear-
ances (ICAED) commemorated
the day through various activ-
ities.
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APAD

The Coalition collective-
ly issued a statement in three
languages (English, Spanish,
and French) as part of the com-
memoration.

The Amnesty Interna-
tional (Al) circulated a global
press release in English,
French, and 5panish focusing
on Syria and also mentioning

leased a photo slideshow
highlighting the problem of
enforced disappearance
around the globe (including
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Guatemala, Kosovo, Ingushet-
ia, Pakistan, 5n Lanka, and
Indonesia). A blogpost tying
all the efforts together was
also launched. On the day, Al
also released a briefing on
the missing in the Balkans and
issued a number of open let-
ters or statements (including
to Pakistan, Indonesia, Bal-
kans) and testimonial videos
(to Mauritania, Sri Lanka, Syr-
ia). They also launched the
online campaign through its
new website http://
www.demandjustice
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tion.

Everyday someone, somewhere On 29 August, Civil Ini-
becomes a “desaparecido.”

tiative We Remember - Bela-
E\;cryday someone, somewhere loses rus, in cooperation with the
a father, mother, husband, wife, son

or a daughter.... Kostushko Foundation, cam-

paign European Belarus, paid
tribute to the disappeared
Yury Zakharenko, Viktor Gon-
char, Anatoly Krasovsky and
Dmitry Zavadsky in front of
world will commemorate the d?gfile the Belarusian Embassy in The
ecidos. Join in by chagg'”get{“;ﬂe%s bring Hague, The Netherlands. Par-
i ik below) 2nc 09 ¢ ticipants of the action held a

0 T banner with portraits of the
“Where are you?” As part of the ICAED's social media campaign, its Focal Point initi- disappeared Belarusian.

Not knowing the fate of their loved ones,
can be their lifelong question.

' ,'.,'./, www.icaed org
SIGN & RATIFY THE
ANTI-DISAPPEARANCE

CONVENTION NOW!

ated the production of an online poster shared through Facebook. The Fédération Inter-

nationale de [(’Action des

now.org/ that deals exclu- general situation in Spain. Chretiens pour [’Abolition de
sively with enforced disap- The Liga Guatemalteca |a Torture or the International

pearance issues. Al also initi- de Higiene Mental participat- Federation of Action by Chris-
ated the use of the hashtag ed in the social media cam- tians for the Abolition of Tor-
#demandjustice for twitter paign though the online post- ture (Fiacat) issued a state-
followers and other social me-  er produced by the organiza- ment in solidarity with the
dia friends.

The Fédération Euro-
mediterranéanne Contre les
Disparitions Forcees or Euro-
Mediterranean Federation
Against Enforced Disappear-
ance (FEMED) and the Collec-
tif des Familles de Disparus
en Algerie (CFDA) organized a
photo exhibition and movie
projection activity to high-
light the day.

The Associacio per a la
Recuperacio de la Memoria
Historica de Catalunya

(ARMHC) sent a letter to Pres- Pro-Blsqueda’s search for justice. Relatives of the victims of enforced disappearanc-
ident Mariano Rajoy Brey in es during the armed conflict in El Salvador come together to fight for every person’s

relation to the IDD and to the  right notto be disappeared.

Kindly send your article contribution for publishing to the Focal Point.
clo AFAD Office, Rooms 310-311 Philippine Social Science Center Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
[Tel: +6324907862 ] [Fax: +6324546759] [E-mail: fpicaed@gmail.com] [Web: http://www.icaed.org] [Facebook: ICAED Int’l]



international community and
as a member of the Steering
Committee of the |CAED.

Qatary Panituri Peru, in
cooperation with |CAED Peru
set up a booth as part of its
social work activity in the cen-
tral and busy place of Plaza de
Armas in Lima. The booth was
participated in by several
wives and family leaders of the
desaparecidos, journalists, and
university students. The objec-
tive is to inform passersby on
the recommendation of the
Truth Commission of Peru and
the situation of the Disappear-
ance in the country. The booth
also showed about the interna-
tional work of ICAED and in
promoting the situation of El
Salvador’s ratification of the
Convention through the Coun-
try of the Month program. Fi-
nally, Qatary Panituri signed
the letter to the Embassy of El
Salvador to be delivered the
following week.

In El Salvador, Ester Al-
varenga of Asociacion Pro-
Busqueda de Ninos y Nihas De-
saparecidos was interviewed in
a radioc magazine program
Hagamos Radio Por La Tarde.
Pro-Busqueda also issued a
statement on the importance
of acceding to the Convention
as it continues to search for
truth and justice on cases of
disappearance  during the
armed conflict in the country.

To note, El Salvador is
the ICAED’s country of the
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+ Rosendo Justicia
A 38 aiios de tu detencidon desaparicion
Dr. Adrian Ramirez Lopez, Presidente de la LIMEDDH
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month for August. The
month  culminated  with
member-organizations of the
Coalition sending letters to
the Salvadorean govern-
ment, calling on it to sign
and ratify the Convention
and recognize the compe-
tence of the UN Committee
Against Enforced Disappear-
ances.

Non-members of the
Coalition also commemorat-
ed the IDD.

Global Dimension or-
ganization cited the I[CAED
website as a reference for fur-
ther understanding of the is-
sue.

FORCE

ISAPPEARANCES

STOP! ICAED's wiral
online through different social media.

photo circulated



AFAD joins the
international
community in
commemorating
IDD

In Manila, the ICAED’s
focal point - Asian Federation
Against Involuntary Disappear-
ances (AFAD), together with
the ICAED member in the Phil-
ippines - Families of Involun-
tary Disappearance (FIND) and
the University of the Philip-
pines Law Center - Institute of
Human Rights, conducted a
forum, entitled, “Strengthe-
ning Legal Protection from En-
forced Disappearance.” Prof.
Ricardo Sunga lll focused on
the discussion of the policy
paper entitled “International
Convention for the Protection
on All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance: Prospects and
Challenges.” Philippine Gov-

ernment  officials, namely
Brig. Gen. Domingo Tutaan of
the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines Human Rights Affairs
Office (AFPHRAQ), Atty. Byron
Bocar of the Commission of
Human Rights (CHR), and the
Anti-Disappearance Bill main
author Representative Edcel
C. Lagman were invited as re-
actors and panel speakers.
Prof. Raul Pangalangan of the
University of the Philippines
College of Law represented
the academe. Ms. Tess del Ro-
sario, sister of the first docu-
mented Filipino disappeared,
Prof. Charlie del Rosario,
shared her personal experi-
ence on the disappearance of
her brother. Media person
Nora Gamolo was also invited
to speak on behalf of the hu-
man rights experiences of her
colleagues.

The AFAD member-
organizations individually or-
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In Solidarity. FIND and AFAD staff after the successful forum attended by a hundred
participants from the academe, diplomatic community, government offices and civil-

society organizations.
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Candle of Hope. The written prayer of
Mrs, Cecilia Lagman, mother of FIND Co-
Chairperson Nilda Sevilla and the disap-
peared labor lawyer in the Philippines
Atty. Hermon Lagman, lights up hope for
the attendees of the forum. Mrs. Lagman

recently passed away at age 92.

ganized several activities.

The AFAD delegation in
Nepal conducted series of ac-
tivities extending from August
28 -August 30 which included
series of radio interviews; a
forum with families of victims
on recent political develop-
ments related to the Ordi-
nance approved by the govern-
ment to merge the Truth Com-
mission and the Disappearance
Commission; a document con-
sidered as impunity document
as it provides amnesty to per-
petrators and fake reconcilia-
tion between victims and per-
petrators and a video launch-
ing depicting enforced disap-
pearances in Nepal. The Con-
flict Victims Society for Jus-
tice (CVSJ), Advocacy Forum
(AF), and other human rights
organizations also initiated
simultaneous rallies in both
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Sons for Justice. HAK Association in Timor-Leste made a statement on 8 September 2012 as part of its commemoration of the IDD

w v

and the anniversary of the 1983 massacre in Viqueque district.

the capital and in several dis-
tricts of the country. A confer-
ence on enforced disappear-
ances of the ICRC and another
activity of the National Human
Rights Commission focused on
the controversial Ordinance
which is rejected by civil soci-
ety.

Odhikar’s Human Rights
Defenders organized a rally
and submitted a memorandum
to the Prime Minister through
the Deputy Commissioners in
10 districts throughout Bangla-
desh for the accession of the
Convention. They are also or-
ganizing an advocacy meeting
for the accession to the the
Convention on 15-16 Septem-
ber 2012 with the participation
of Mr. Rainer Huhle, member
of the Committee on Enforced
Disappearance (CED) on the
second week of September.

IKOHI Indonesia created
a website http://www.14ta
hunhilang.com/ for its online

petition to the government to
implement the recommenda-
tion from the Indonesian
House of Representatives
(DPR) to resolve enforced dis-
appearances cases of pro-
democracy activists in Indo-
nesia during 1997-1998. Kon-
traS published video, data,
information, and support
through social media net-
works Facebook and Tweeter
(#14tahunhilang). They also

conducted creative cultural

g
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presentations and demonstrat-
ed shadows depicting the dis-
appeared in front of the Presi-
dential Palace and asked the
government to provide clarity
of the fate of the victims. A
public discussion was also held
in its office.

HAK in cooperation with
the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) organized
more than 200 families of the
victims in Bobonaro District,
Timor Leste on 29 August.

Picket for justice and peace. Families of the disappeared collectively march to the Bud-
dhist temple as a protest against disappearances and a tribute to their disappeared

loved ones.



They also released a joint
statement with Justice Net-
work in Timor (ANTI). They or-
ganized a public forum as a
main activity in the afternoon

of the 30",
Families of the Disap-

peared (FOD) from Sri Lanka
together with other local
organizations Committee to
Investigate Disappearances
(CID) Association of War Af-
fected Women (AWAW) and
Home for the Human Rights
(HHR) commemorated the
IDD. The commemoration
focused mainly on Tamil
war victims in Vavniya,
Northern part of Sri Lanka
through a march to the Bud-
dhist temple; a public pro-
test in front of bus station;
and a public gathering at
the UC hall, Vavniya chaired

Moment of Silence for their beloved. ICAED and AFAD member organization, Families

Rev. F. Jeyabalan Croose
and Rev. Buddhist Monk
Baddewala Diyasena. The
events were attended by
some representatives of the
disappeared from the South.
Slogans used called out for
truth, information, justice
and account-ability; an inde-
pendent Commission to in-
quire on cases of disappear-
ance; immediate publication
of the list of detainees; visit
by the UN Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Dis-
appearances; compensation
for all families of disap-
peared; ratification of the
anti-disappearance Conven-
tion and the criminalization
of disappearance; and,
above all, the stop to en-
forced disappearances.

The Justice for Peace

of Disappeared (FOD) unites the families in a public gathering where they sing songs by

Artist Jayathilaka Bandara and listen to the speeches by civil society organizations and

two mothers from North and South Sri Lanka.
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Convention against violence. APDP
strengthens its campaign for the ratifica-
tion of the Convention by educating the
public on its value to peace-building.

Foundation of Thailand and
AFAD jointly 1issued a press
statement calling on the Thai
Government to expedite the
process of the ratification of
the anti-disappearance Con-
vention, the recognition of the
competence of the UN Com-
mittee on Enforced Disappear-
ance (UN CED) and the enact-
ment of a domestic law that
criminalizes enforced disap-
pearances.

The activities are be-
lieved to have intensified the
campaign for signatures and
ratifications of the Interna-
tional Convention for the Pro-
tection of All Persons from En-
forced Disappearance particu-
larly in Asia. To note, Asia is
the region with the highest re-
ported cases of enforced dis-
appearances to the UN WGEID,
but with lowest number of sig-
natures and ratifications.



